
   

GREEN GUIDE 
Mission Statement 

The mission of the Ogle County 

Solid Waste Management Depart-

ment is to promote a clean and 

healthy environment by encouraging 

recycling, waste reduction, and safe 

disposal options for waste generated 

in Ogle County. 

We appreciate the efforts of Ogle 

County residents who have made 

waste reduction, recycling and safe 

disposal of waste a part of their eve-

ryday life.  Your efforts do make a 

difference! Please feel free to contact 

us with any questions.  

 

Recycling Event Dates in 2022 

July 29 (Friday) - Electronics 

August 13 (Saturday)-Motor Oil/Anti-freeze/            
Filters/Latex Paint/Aerosols & Child Car 
Seats 

August 26 (Friday) - Electronics 

September 30 (Friday) - Electronics 

October 15 (Saturday) - Electronics & Paper Shred 

October 28 (Friday) - Electronics 

November 18 (Friday) - Electronics 

No December events. 
 

Friday event hours: 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Saturday event hours 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Permits are required in advance for 
electronics recycling events. 
 

To request a free permit, call 815-732-4020 or email us      
at solidwaste@oglecounty.org with your name, address, 
phone number and email address. 

(Phone calls and emails are not answered on the day of the event as      
the staff members are all outside working the event that day.) 

See page 3 for a list of accepted items.                                                                   

Events are for Ogle County residents only.  No businesses. 

Event dates are subject to change.  
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Recycling Guidelines 

Are You Recycling Right? 
 

Contamination, or trash and non-recyclable items placed in recycling collection programs, has become a serious problem for 

recycling across the country.  We encourage you to recheck your recycling habits to see if you need to make any adjustments 

in what you throw in the recycling bin. 

Non-recyclable items put into recycling bins add to the cost of recycling in two ways.  First, they fill up the recycling containers 

and trucks sooner requiring more frequent trips to the recycling plant.   Second, the trash or non-recyclable items must be  

disposed after having been separated from the recyclable ones.  So they must then be transported to a landfill for disposal, 

adding more transportation and disposal costs to the program. 

So how do we improve on these problems?  Learn what is and is not accepted in your recycling program, and follow those 
guidelines. If in doubt, leave it out!   
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 A free permit is required in advance to recycle 

electronics. There will be a limited number of     

permits for each event, deadline is the Wednesday 

before each event. Please contact our office at  

815-732-4020 or email : solidwaste@oglecounty.org.  

Provide name, address, email, & phone number. 

 Friday hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and     

Saturday hours are 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

 Limit of 7 large items**.  Smaller items may be placed 

in a box and counted as one item. 

 Please remove batteries from all devices.  Dispose of 

alkaline batteries and recycle the rechargeables at our 

events. 

 Microwaves - $5 each (cash or check made out to 

OCSWMD).  No receipts will be given. 

 Please remove electronics from all packaging such as  

boxes, Styrofoam and plastics. 

 No business e-waste accepted. 

Businesses can call 815-732-4020 for more   

information. 

 Holiday light strands and extension cords accepted.  

No garland, rope lights, boxes, bags or packaging. 

 Stay in your vehicle.  Have your permit and  ID  

ready for check in. 

 

Adding machines 

Answering machines 

Cable receivers 

Cameras 

Camcorders 

Calculators 

CD players 

CD ROM drives 

Cellphones 

Compact fluorescent bulbs 

(CFL’s) 

Computer cables 

Computers desktop 

Computers laptop** 

Computer monitors** 

Copy machines** 

Digital clocks 

Digital converter boxes 

Disk players 

DVD  & DVR players** 

Electric typewriters** 

Electronic Mice 

Fax machines** 

Floppy disk drives 

Ink cartridges 

Joysticks 

Keyboards 

MP3 players 

Microwaves  - ($5 fee)** 

Modems 

Pagers 

PDAs 

Printers** 

Projectors** 

Radios** 

Rechargeable batteries 

Remote controls 

Routers 

Satellite receivers 

Scanners 

Stereo equipment  - (no wood-

en speakers)** 

Servers** 

Shredders (no tubs) 

Tablets 

Tape drives** 

Telephones 

Televisions** 

Toner cartridges 

Video cassette players** 

Video game consoles** 

Zip drives 

 

**Large items 

If you don’t see it on this list, 

please don’t bring it. 

The following Covered Electronic Devices (CEDs) listed under IL law are accepted: 

Electronics Recycling Guidelines 
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Nearly every home contains hazardous materials.  A material is considered 

hazardous if it’s toxic, flammable, corrosive, or an irritant to pets or humans. 

 

While most household products are relatively safe when used and stored as 

directed by the product label, disposal of hazardous products should not be 

down the drain or in the garbage. 

 

To protect public health and the environment these products should be used 

up as intended, given to someone who could use them, or taken to the 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection site for recycling or safe disposal. 

 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), the City of Rockford, 

and the Rock River Water Reclamation District host a site in Rockford for 

this.  It is open to Illinois residents at no charge.   

 

3333 Kishwaukee St., Rockford, IL  
Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Sundays, 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.   
(closed on weekdays & holiday weekends) 

Items accepted:  acids, adhesives, antifreeze, automotive fluids (brake,  

transmission fluids), batteries (household single use and rechargeable), clean-

ing solvents, degreasers, fertilizers, flammable liquids, florescent tubes &  

ballasts, CFLs, fungicides, gasoline in properly marked containers, herbicides, 

insecticides, waste medicine and pharmaceuticals (no needles or sharps),  

mercury,  oil-based paint only, (no latex paint), paint strippers and thinners, 

pesticides, poisons, pool chemicals, motor oil, thermometers, thermostats, 

tires (auto – 4 per vehicle per day), varnish, wood stain, etc. 

 

Items which will not be accepted: agricultural chemicals, business/

commercial sector wastes, explosives, fireworks, lead acid batteries, medical 

wastes, propane tanks, smoke detectors, farm machinery oil, fire extinguish-

ers, institutional wastes, sharps, needles & potentially infectious medical 

wastes.  Latex paint should be solidified and disposed of with your regular 

trash pick up or bring it to one of the OCSWMD latex paint recycling events. 

Thanks for helping to protect your environment and your health! 

Ogle County Residential 
Waste Medicine Disposal  
Program 

Medicine accepted: 

*  Prescription and over-the- 

    counter medications 

*  Vitamins  

*  Supplements 

*  Pet medications 

Medicine will be accept-

ed in any form, including blister packs, 

capsules, creams, gels, liquids, patches, 

pills,  

powder, sprays, vials, etc. 

Place pills in a sealable plastic bag and 

place into drop box.  Recycle empty  

pill bottles in your regular recycling  

program.  

To deposit liquid medicine, leave in  

bottle, black out personal information, 

seal in a plastic bag and deposit into 

drop box. 

Medicines are accepted free of charge. 

Items NOT accepted: 

*  Needles or Sharps 

*  Thermometers 

*  Hydrogen Peroxide 

*  Aerosol Cans 

*  Medicine from Businesses or Clinics 

Drop Box Locations: 

Outside the: Ogle Co. Sheriff’s Office,  

202 S. 1st  St., Oregon,  

(Open 24/7) 

 

Byron Police Dept.  

Mt. Morris Police Dept. 

Forreston Police Dept.  

Oregon Police Dept. 

Polo Police Dept.   

Rochelle Police Dept. 

(All open during business hours) 

Expired unused medications 

Household Hazardous Waste 
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Businesses Accepting  
Appliances for Repair 
& Recycling 

 
B & W Appliance,  

567 W IL Rte. 38, Rochelle,  

815-562-6253, (Freon—yes) 

 

New Milford Refrigeration,  

6331 11th Street, Rockford,  

815-874-2257, (Freon—yes) 

 

PJ’s Appliance Repair,  

8358 E. Kishwaukee,  

Stillman Valley, 815-234-5518,  

(Freon—yes) 

 

Recycling Drop-off Facilities 
& Scrap Yards that Accept 
Appliances 
 
B & O Iron & Metal,  

800 Brickville Rd., Sycamore,   

815-895-6744, (Freon—yes) 

 

DeKalb Iron & Metal Co.,  

900 Oak St., DeKalb,   

815-758-2458, (Freon—no) 

 

Groeling Salvage, Inc.,  

217 E. Douglas St., Freeport,  

815-232-2525, (Freon—no) 

 

Joseph Behr & Sons, Inc.,  

1100 Seminary, Rockford,  

815-987-2755, (Freon—no) 

 

G&L Metal Brokers, 

1192 E. Rt. 64 

Oregon,  

815-562-2221 

 

 

Extended Producer Responsibility Laws (EPR) 

 Around the country, and right here in Illinois, Extended Producer Responsi-

bility (EPR) laws are being developed, considered, and enacted for a variety 

of waste streams.  These laws generally seek to put the onus on the manufac-

turers to produce materials which are more easily reusable, recyclable, or 

compostable, and to support efforts to manage their products once the product 

has seen the end of its’ useful life. 

EPR legislation is moving ahead in Illinois on materials such as paints, car-

pet, mattresses, plastics, packaging, and other waste streams.  This legislation, 

if successfully enacted, would see manufacturers limit packaging materials, 

use recycled content in their production processes, produce materials which 

can be more easily recycled or composted, and provide for disposal and recy-

cling options for Illinois residents who use these products.  

Currently in Illinois residential electronic waste has an EPR law since 2019 

called the Consumer Electronics Recycling Act (CERA), which allows for 

counties across our state to enroll in a program, funded by the manufacturers 

of electronic goods, so certain electronic items can be recycled.  Currently 

Ogle County is part of CERA and is running a very successful residential 

electronics recycling program for Ogle County residents under this state law.  

Under this law the Solid Waste Management Department can transport and 

recycle, at no cost to taxpayers, residential computers, televisions, monitors, 

printers, copiers, cell phones, laptops, tablets, and related materials. 

Another recent success story is recently enacted EPR legislation for pharma-

ceuticals across Illinois.  As of July 1, 2022 pharmacies across the state will 

have drop-off stations for expired and/or unwanted prescription drugs.  In 

Ogle County we have outlets for this material at our law enforcement drop-

off boxes across the county, but this new legislation will further enhance 

proper disposal of these waste items, with the potential to eliminate misuse of 

these medications or introducing them to the water supply through improper 

disposal.  In keeping with EPR, these drop-off programs are funded by the 

pharmaceutical companies and are offered at no cost to residents. 

In our current political environment where we are much too divided and 

against one another, EPR legislation is one area where common ground can 

be forged.  In Illinois, there are currently several bills in the General Assem-

bly for EPR legislation.  Contact your local state Senators and Representa-

tives to encourage EPR legislation in all of its’ forms and for various waste 

streams.  To research this topic more, contact the Illinois Product Stewardship 

Council (https://illinoispsc.org/), or for a national perspective, the Product 

Stewardship Institute (https://www.productstewardship.us/#).   

EPR is something we can all stand behind for a more sustainable future, and 

is a very actionable way to get involved and support a more circular econo-

my, and to reduce pollution, reduce the effects of climate change, and reduce 

reliance on landfilling our discarded materials. 

https://illinoispsc.org/
https://www.productstewardship.us/
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As the summer of 2022 has peaked and those “back to school” advertisements begin, chil-

dren and parents alike start to realize that another school year is right around the corner here 

in Ogle County. 

Along with the shopping for clothes and school supplies, plans can be made now to reduce 

how much waste students produce during their lunch break while at school. 

The tips offered below are just a few ways to reduce school lunch room waste and to more 

responsibly use the food we have purchased.  During the school year, school lunchroom 

waste is a significant waste stream containing packaging, plastic bottles and other contain-

ers, and unused food items.  These items do not need to be so readily landfilled as there are 

multiple opportunities while planning school lunches to rethink, reduce, reuse, and recycle. 

 Pack a lunch from home as much as possible, with reusable containers for the food 

items you pack for your children. 

 Use a reusable lunch pail or cooler to pack lunches in. 

 Use reusable water bottles as much as possible and avoid bottled water. 

 Purchase items in bulk to reduce packaging, and pack items in the reusable containers 

while making lunches. 

 Discuss with your children what types of food items are best, what portions are best, 

and how much time they have at lunch to eat.   

 Check with the school if there is recycling for plastic or aluminum drink containers,  

and if not, have student return with empty container to recycle at home. 

 Reuse any utensils sent with your child, these can be washed and used again. 

 Any unused fruits or vegetables can be returned home to be composted if you have a 

backyard compost pile, instead of landfilling this food waste. 

 Encourage your children either to share what they cannot finish from their lunch, or to 

return unopened items home so they can be used in a timely fashion. 

 Avoid fountain drink lids and straws whenever possible. 

 If relying on the school lunch, steer your children towards usable portions to avoid food 

waste, and to only purchase milk if it will be used. 

 Encourage your child’s school to provide on-site recycling for plastic and aluminum 

drink containers, and to establish a school compost pile for appropriate food waste 

items from the school kitchen and cafeteria. 

These are just a few tips to avoid school lunchroom waste this school year.  Food waste is a 

major contributor to our waste here in the U.S., and is a factor in climate change.  If we each 

do our “one thing” this school year, it can become habit and provide for meaningful change, 

and an educational experience for our children as they can positively impact their world 

while eating lunch! 

 
Local Landfills 

Waste Management /ADS 

Orchard Hills Landfill 

8290 Hwy. 251, Davis Junction, IL 

815-874-9000 

Winnebago Landfill                      

(Waste Connections) 

8403 Lindenwood Rd., Rockford, IL 

815-874-4806 

 

   

Lee County Landfill            

(Republic Services) 

1214 S Bataan Rd., Dixon, IL 

815-288-4607 

Rochelle Municipal Landfill #2  

(Waste Connections) 

6513 Mulford Rd., Rochelle, IL 

815-384-4251 

 

Used Motor Oil , Antifreeze 
& Tire Recycling 

Byron: 

Byron Quick Lube & Tire, Inc., 

815-234-5612 

Hanlin Automotive. 815-234-7169 

Nielsen Automotive, 815-234-7675 

Forreston: 

Forreston Car Care, 815-938-2394 

Mt. Morris:  

Stan’s Performance, Inc. (Waste oil only), 

815-734-4272 

Oregon: 

Butitta Brothers, 815-732-2887 

Polo: 

Parco Auto Repair, 815-946-3511 

Rochelle:  

Alderk’s Tire, Inc. (Tires-Fee charged), 

815-562-4644 

Butitta Brothers (Oil & Tires, Fee charged 

for Tires), 815-561-3636 

Super Lube of Rochelle (Oil & Anti-

freeze only),  815-562-6476 

Tire Tracks (Waste oil only),                 

815-562-7777 

Auto Zone (Waste oil only),                 

815-562-9459 

Stillman Valley: 

DL Performance (Oil & Tires only),     

815-543-4042 

We suggest that you call ahead to see 

what services are provided.  Fees may 

apply. 

 

Please thank the businesses for providing 

these services! 

Reduction of School Lunchroom Waste 


